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Civil liability

One of the areas that brings many challenges in legal systems around the world is the
issue of civil liability in automobile manufacturing. A manufacturer is responsible for
damages caused by defective vehicles. The increase in traffic accidents has made the
civil liability of automobile manufacturers more prominent. If a manufacturer produces
a vehicle that is defective and it leads to bodily injury, financial loss, or other damages,
the manufacturer will be responsible for compensating the losses.A question that arises
in this context is whether proving the fault of the manufacturer is necessary for
establishing liability. Another question is whether every defect in a vehicle results in
the liability of the manufacturer. Studies indicate that only three types of defects—
design defects, manufacturing defects, and warning defects—lead to the
manufacturer’s liability. In cases of design defects and manufacturing defects, the fault
of the manufacturer in relation to the connection between the act and the defect must
be proven. However, in the case of warning defects and the relationship between the
defect and the damage caused, mere causation is sufficient.In English law, product
liability law is relatively new. Traditionally, liability for defective products was
addressed either under contract law, if a contract existed between the claimant and the
defendant, or under the general law of tort after that. Therefore, this article attempts to
examine the basis of civil liability in automobile manufacturing in the legal systems of
Iran and England through a comparative approach and a descriptive—analytical method.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Liability is the legal obligation of a person to compensate for damage caused to another, whether this
damage results from the person’s own fault or from their activities. The increase in traffic accidents has
made the civil liability of automobile manufacturers deeper and more prominent. If a manufacturer
produces a vehicle that is defective and it causes bodily injury, financial loss, or other types of damage,
the manufacturer will be responsible for compensation.The first consumer or subsequent consumers of
the vehicle may suffer harm due to the defect, or even a third party who is not a consumer of the vehicle
may be harmed. In such cases, the automobile manufacturer will be responsible toward all individuals
who have suffered damage due to the defect in the vehicle. Therefore, identifying the elements of the
civil liability of automobile manufacturers becomes particularly important.

2. Theoretical Framework

The main question is: in the legal systems of Iran and England, on what basis is civil liability in
automobile manufacturing established? The secondary question is whether the laws of Iran and England
provide mechanisms for determining compensation for consumers in cases where technical standards are
not observed and defects exist in vehicles. The main hypothesis is that various theories exist in this field,
including the theory of fault, the theory of risk, strict liability, and others, which in this article will be
examined as the basis of civil liability of automobile manufacturers or suppliers in the legal systems of
Iran and England. The secondary hypothesis is that the legal systems of Iran and England have provided
specific mechanisms for compensating consumers for damages resulting from manufacturers’ failure to
comply with technical standards, and these mechanisms are used as legal tools to strengthen consumer
rights.

3. Methodology
The article attempts to examine and study the basis of civil liability in automobile manufacturing in the legal
systems of Iran and England through a comparative approach and a descriptive—analytical method.

4. Results & Discussion

In both Iran and England, automobile manufacturers are responsible for compensating damages resulting from
defects in their products. However, as stated in the article, the relevant methods and laws differ. In Iranian law,
consumer protection laws are of particular importance, while in English law specific statutes and judicial precedents
play an important role in clarifying responsibilities. The elements of liability for automobile manufacturers in the
legal systems of Iran and England include a harmful act, damage, and a causal relationship. Furthermore, damages
that occur as a result of vehicle defects may be material damage, moral damage, or loss of profit (economic loss). As
stated in Article 3 of the Law on the Protection of Automobile Consumers approved in 2007, these damages are
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considered claimable. In this law, economic losses (loss of profit), which according to general legal principles may
sometimes be subject to doubt regarding their compensability, are recognized as claimable.

5.Conclusions & Suggestions

In addition, it appears that, based on this law, medical expenses exceeding the amount of diyah (blood
money) can also be claimed. Although moral damages are not explicitly mentioned, it can be argued that
the phrase “compensation for all damages incurred by the consumer and third parties” also includes moral
damages, and the examples mentioned in the law are illustrative rather than exhaustive. In English law
as well, material and moral damages are compensable; however, costs related to the defective product
itself and loss of profit are generally not compensable. Nevertheless, the UK Consumer Rights Act 2015
has recognized damages to the defective vehicle itself as compensable.
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