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Civil Liability

Civil liability is one of the key instruments in achieving justice and protecting the rights of victims. By
imposing enforceable guarantees on wrongdoers, it plays a deterrent role in preventing harmful
behavior. However, in Iran’s legal system, this role has not been fully realized due to structural and
practical weaknesses. Various factors—such as lack of transparency in laws, inefficiency in the
enforcement of judicial rulings, and the disproportionate nature of awarded damages in relation to
economic conditions—have weakened the deterrent function of civil liability and challenged the legal
system in achieving its preventive goals.Findings of this research indicate that the absence of public
awareness campaigns, weak oversight of harmful conduct, and existing gaps in both theory and
practice of civil liability regulations have increased opportunities for wrongdoers to exploit the
system, thereby significantly reducing its effectiveness. This situation highlights the necessity of
revisiting legal frameworks and implementing effective policies to strengthen deterrence.To enhance
the legal standing of civil liability as a deterrent mechanism, this study proposes measures such as
reforming and updating laws, promoting public awareness to increase social understanding of the
consequences of harmful behavior, and strengthening compensation systems through intelligent
mechanisms tailored to economic realities. These actions can reduce existing weaknesses, improve the
effectiveness of civil liability in preventing harmful conduct, and contribute to the realization of social
justice goals.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Civil liability, as one of the important branches of private law, has a dual function: first, to compensate
for damages incurred by the injured party, and second, to prevent the occurrence of harmful future
behaviors. These two objectives have been approached with varying degrees of attention in different
legal systems. On the one hand, compensation for damages is recognized as the traditional and primary
duty of the civil liability system, as one of the most important needs of the injured party is to restore
conditions to their pre-damage state or to provide material and moral compensation. On the other hand,
deterrence, as a more modern and social function, refers to influencing the behaviors of individuals and
organizations to prevent the occurrence of similar behaviors in the future.

2. Theoretical Framework

Comparative studies indicate that American law employs advanced mechanisms for deterrence. In this
system, punitive damages are used as an economic—legal tool to control harmful behaviors and, by
imposing significant costs on injurers, play an important deterrent role. In contrast, in the Iranian legal
system, deterrent mechanisms often operate implicitly and indirectly, and place greater emphasis on
moral or social responsibility rather than legal responsibility (Katouzian, 2019). Another factor that
weakens deterrence in Iran’s civil liability regime is the lack of clarity in laws and the weakness in the
enforcement of judgments. For example, in cases where the injured party refrains from bringing a claim
due to high litigation costs or the time-consuming nature of judicial proceedings, the deterrent role of
civil liability is effectively diminished. This problem, together with factors such as the ineffectiveness
of supervisory mechanisms and the lack of coordination among executive bodies, has led to a decline in
public trust in this institution (Shams, 2021). Moreover, some legal scholars believe that the deterrent
function of civil liability cannot be achieved solely through increasing the amount of damages, but
rather requires the use of legal and social tools such as public education, raising citizens’ awareness,
and strengthening professional ethics (Safaei, 2015). This view shows that civil liability should not be
regarded merely as an instrument for compensating damage, but must be considered as part of a broader
legal and social framework whose function is to regulate individual and collective behavior in order to
safeguard the public interest.

3. Methodology

In this article, 1 have used the library research method. For its preparation, I have relied on credible academic
sources, including books, scholarly articles, theses, and relevant laws and regulations. My effort has been to
collect, review, and systematically analyze these sources in order to present the subject of the research in a
precise and well-documented manner.
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4. Results & Discussion

Civil liability, as one of the main branches of law, plays a key role in achieving social justice and maintaining
public order. Deterrence, as one of the primary objectives of this legal institution, in addition to compensating the
injured party, serves as a tool to prevent the occurrence of harmful behaviors and to promote responsibility within
society. However, deterrence functions effectively only when the legal system is able to fully and properly enforce
legal sanctions. Weaknesses in the drafting of laws, the complexity and length of judicial procedures, the
inadequacy of determined damages, and insufficient public awareness are among the factors that weaken the
deterrent effect. From this perspective, structural reforms in various dimensions of the legal system are necessary.

5.Conclusions & Suggestions

These reforms should include the drafting of clear and enforceable laws, the determination of damages
proportionate to the severity and scope of the harm, and the enhancement of the efficiency of judicial
procedures. In addition, raising public awareness about the legal effects and consequences of harmful
conduct, through public education and the use of modern tools such as artificial intelligence within the
judicial system, can play a significant role in strengthening deterrence. Ultimately, the deterrent
function of civil liability must be reinforced within a framework in which legal, social, and economic
factors operate in a coordinated manner. Ensuring the administration of justice requires the legal system
to address the factors that weaken deterrence, respond to contemporary needs, and at the same time
establish preventive mechanisms to avoid future harms. This approach will not only enhance public
trust in the legal system but also constitute an effective step toward sustainable social and economic
development.
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