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Abstract

The aim of the present research is to define and introduce “Philosophy of Comparative
Education” as one of the branches of the field of Philosophy of Education. To achieve this
goal, a conceptual analysis method (interpretation of concepts, conceptualization, and
evaluation of the structure of concepts) has been used. Accordingly, the research first
defines the concept, then outlines its functions, and finally explains the process of
Philosophy of Comparative Education. The findings of the study show that Philosophy of
Comparative Education refers to philosophical reflection on education from a
comparative perspective. The function of this philosophy is to bring the dominant
educational philosophies in different educational systems closer together. The process of
Philosophy of Comparative Education includes selection, recognition, comparison, and
synthesis. In the final section of the paper, a proposal is made for the establishment of a

branch of Philosophy of Comparative Education.
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Extended Abstract

This article aims to formulate and introduce Comparative Philosophy of Education as a
distinct subfield within the broader discipline of philosophy of education. Drawing on
conceptual analysis (based on the Coombs & Daniels model), the study defines the
concept, function, and process of this emerging domain. It responds to the theoretical
deficiency in comparative educational philosophy—particularly within Iranian academic
contexts—and seeks to establish a foundation for its development.

The first section explores three philosophical orientations—Perennial Philosophy,
Global Philosophy, and Comparative Philosophy—to clarify the conceptual position of
Comparative Philosophy of Education. Perennial Philosophy emphasizes intuitive access
to a singular, timeless truth; Global Philosophy seeks to synthesize shared elements across
traditions to construct a new, inclusive framework; and Comparative Philosophy focuses
on engaging diverse traditions through juxtaposition without aiming for synthesis or
unity. Unlike the first two, Comparative Philosophy of Education reflects philosophically
on educational phenomena through comparative reasoning.

The article then defines Comparative Philosophy of Education as a subfield of
philosophy of education, with a scope that includes the comparison of thinkers, schools
of thought, concepts, topics, and educational systems. Its primary function is to bring
dominant educational philosophies into dialogue and foster mutual understanding. The
author critiques exclusivist and incommensurability-based objections, arguing for the
possibility of constructing a shared philosophical language that enables meaningful
engagement across traditions.

The process of Comparative Philosophy of Education is articulated in four stages:
selection, recognition, comparison, and creation. Selection involves identifying
appropriate traditions or thinkers based on shared concerns; recognition requires deep,
unbiased understanding of each side’s foundational texts and principles; comparison
entails identifying real—not superficial—commonalities and differences, with attention
to historical and cultural context; and creation refers not to synthesis, but to the emergence
of a “third position”—a novel philosophical insight that transcends both original
frameworks.

The article illustrates this final stage through examples such as Henry Corbin’s
comparative study of Islamic and Western philosophy, and the author’s own work on Plato
and Farabi. In both cases, comparative inquiry reveals latent dimensions of each tradition
and generates new philosophical perspectives. This “third position” is not a fusion of
ideas, but a reflective product of the comparative encounter—an interpretive lens that
enriches understanding of both self and other.

In the discussion section, the author situates Comparative Philosophy of Education
within a broader historical and institutional context. Inspired by Mason Orsel’s 1930s call
for comparative philosophy as a scientific endeavor, the article argues that educational
philosophy must likewise become comparative—positioning itself in relation to both
Western and Eastern traditions. The current isolation of Iranian philosophy of education
from global discourses is identified as a critical barrier. The author calls on the Iranian
Association for Philosophy of Education to take leadership in formally establishing this
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subfield, developing curricula, launching graduate programs, and organizing international
conferences.

Ultimately, Comparative Philosophy of Education is presented not only as a scholarly
endeavor but as a philosophy of peace—one that invites educational systems into dialogue
through the shared human condition. By foregrounding “human existence” as a universal
point of convergence, this field can facilitate intercultural understanding, mutual critique,
and the co-construction of a global philosophy of education. Iranian scholars must
actively contribute to this process, offering their insights, refining them through dialogue,
and positioning their perspectives within the global intellectual landscape.
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