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Abstract

This article examines the role of nature-oriented design in architectural education in Iran and the
associated environmental sustainability challenges. The primary issue addressed is how to integrate
principles of nature-oriented design into architectural curricula to enhance education quality and
increase environmental awareness among students. The goal of the research is to analyze the impact
of nature-oriented design on environmental sustainability and to propose strategies for
strengthening this approach in architectural education. The research methodology includes both
qualitative and quantitative analyses of key components of nature-oriented design and evaluations
of practical experiences in this field. The findings indicate that, in many cases, technical and
aesthetic aspects take precedence over environmental sustainability principles, leading to a
disconnection from nature. This study offers strategies to enhance nature-oriented design education,
which could lead to more sustainable and environmentally aware architectural practices. The results
can serve as a basis for developing educational strategies and architectural design practices that
promote environmental sustainability and improve the quality of architectural education in Iran. By
integrating nature-oriented design principles effectively into the educational system, this research
aims to contribute to the development of more sustainable built environments and increased student
engagement with the natural environment. The findings suggest that nature-oriented design can be
an effective tool for addressing environmental challenges and enhancing quality of life in built
environments.

Keywords: Nature-Oriented Design, Architectural Education in Iran, Environmental Sustainability,
Sustainable Development, Environmental Architecture, Design Dialectics.
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