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Abstract

Virginity can be studied in various ways. Although virginity is a biological feature, it has been represented in
different manifestations throughout history. Virginity is part of a woman's genitals. However, the conceptual
meaning of virginity is not limited to women's physiology. It also has penetrated the cultural and gender
relations of societies, and in many cases, has determined the customary, moral, and legal criteria and
standards. This study seeks to answer the question: What are the sources and roots of virginity and its
meaning in human societies? To this end, virginity was reviewed in a sample of myths, religions, some
primitive and modern communities. The results suggest that the concepts of virginity in different societies
are related to the mythological, historical, economic, and cultural contexts and characteristics. These
components generally confirmed virginity as a virtue throughout the history of most societies.

Keywords: virginity, Hymen, women in society
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