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Risk factors for cattle lameness

Ahmadreza Mohamadnia DvM, DVSc.
Department of Clinical Sciences, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
mohamadnia@um.ac.ir

Lameness and its consequences are one the most important causes of economic losses in
dairy farming. Lameness is a multifactorial condition that can be managed by knowing its
risk factors and their importance in specific farms and conditions. Current article focusses
on understanding value of causative agents and risk factors in a condition like lameness and
evaluating risk factors in dairy farms. Risk factors were classified into farm building or
environment factors (Top roof of the barns and its slop and height, flooring and its drainage,
distance to milking parlour, milking parlour collecting area, alleys and foot bathes)
Managerial factors (Nutrition and feeding, overstocking, herd composition, days in milk, cow
movements in the herd, slurry cleaning and drainage, bedding) environment (Temperature,
humidity, raining, wind, altitude, heat stress management) and cow factors (body condition
scoring, milk production, concurrent diseases, time budgeting). Each factor was analysed in
Iran’s dairy farming situation and applied methods of its management were discussed.

Key Words: Risk factors, Lameness, Dairy cow, Nutrition, Overstocking, Hoof trimming
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