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Criminal policy is the most important characteristic of legal systems worldwide, and
every legal system, in order to impose criminal responsibility on an individual,
establishes certain conditions under the title of the elements of criminal responsibility
within its laws and regulations, and undertakes policymaking in this regard. The legal
systems of Iran and England, despite having fundamental differences, share both
similarities and distinctions in this policymaking and do not follow uniform criteria. In
general, in the law of both countries, the concepts of civil liability and criminal liability
are defined separately; however, in some cases, these two concepts may be pursued
simultaneously. In English civil liability law, the general rules of liability are
categorized under three headings: liability arising from negligence, liability arising
from intent, and strict liability. In contrast, the general rules of civil liability in Iran are
classified into two main categories: fault-based liability and strict liability. Despite the
apparent differences between the two systems, the general rules of civil liability in both
countries are adaptable and strive to achieve the goal of administering justice and
compensating unjust harm. In this article, by examining the criminal and civil liability
policies in the legal systems of Iran and England, it was observed that the age of reason
and criminal maturity, as well as the general civil rules, are accepted as principles in
both systems, and the imposition of criminal responsibility on individuals is
conditioned upon reaching a certain age and possessing reason and criminal maturity.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nowadays, criminal and civil liability share many common features, both being the result of human
freedom and choice. Both aim to eliminate or reduce undesirable behavior, define the sanctions and
conditions for their application, and determine the scope of liability for fault; in this respect, they are
considered complementary. In Iran, criminal policymakers have, under certain conditions, abolished the
distinction between age and gender in relation to maturity, and have instead established a specific age
as the age of criminal responsibility—derived from the opinions of jurists to ensure compliance with
religious principles and aligned with international documents and conventions. In English law, the
abolition in 1998 of the presumption of incapacity for children aged 10 to 14 under the Crime and
Disorder Act, although it played a very important role in preventing juvenile delinquency, has in
practice led to a significant increase in the number of detained children compared to other European
countries.

2. Theoretical Framework

In this study, first the general rules of civil liability and criminal liability in England and Iran will be examined,
and then the types of liability discussed and their relationship in English civil and criminal liability law will be
examined, with a look at related issues in Iranian law.

3. Methodology

This article, through a library study and by examining the policy-making of criminal and civil liability in the
legal systems of Iran and England, shows that in both systems, reaching a certain age along with sanity and
criminal maturity is the main condition for imposing criminal liability, and general civil rules have also been
considered as accepted principles.

4. Results & Discussion

The main purpose of criminalization in many cases is to protect victims and compensate their losses; even in
serious crimes such as intentional murder, the fate of the offender is left to the decision of the victim’s family.
Victim protection plays an important role in reducing crime, achieving criminal justice, and compensating material
and moral damages. The United Nations, through the adoption of the **Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of
Crime and Abuse of Power”*, has sought to guarantee victims’ rights, but these regulations have not been very
successful in practice, since they focus more on procedural aspects of victim protection rather than substantive
rights, and due to political interests of states, they have been less welcomed and accepted.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The legislator, through various provisions of the Penal Code, has addressed victim protection, the necessity of
compensation, and practical mechanisms for achieving it. These and similar provisions indicate that the
legislator, based on profound religious and ideological foundations, has paid attention to the issue of redress and
safeguarding victims’ rights from the stage of trial to the issuance of judgment and beyond. However, such
measures, while essential for protecting victims and securing their rights, are insufficient; because in certain
cases where the principal offender is not identified, or if identified is unable to provide compensation, or even if
able is inaccessible for various reasons, the legislator has not offered alternative mechanisms for compensating
victims—such as public funds, mandatory insurance, or supportive associations.
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