‘“@Lbiﬁas

)

22

®

Re-reading the Iranian-Islamic Utopia in the Thought of Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani

ASNdA,

-\

Re-reading the Iranian-Islamic Utopia in the Thought of Ayn al-
Quzat Hamadani
Hamidreza Saremi'

Assistant Professor of urban planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran.
Sorayya Faraji

Ph.D. student in Urban Planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Tarbiat Modares University,

Tehran, Iran.

Introduction

Contemporary Islamic-Iranian cities face crises of identity disruption, cultural unsustainability,
and excessive reliance on Western models, necessitating a re-reading of indigenous intellectual
heritage. ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadan1 (492-525 AH), a prominent mystic of the 5th-6th centuries
AH, remains neglected in urban studies despite his eminent status in Islamic mysticism. This
neglect stems from his cryptic language, the seemingly transcendent nature of his thought, and
the rigid Seljuk-era political atmosphere. This interdisciplinary research aims to extract and re-
read the components of utopia in his magnum opus Tamhidat across four dimensions: physical-
symbolic, socio-cultural, political-managerial, and economic. The hypothesis posits that, despite
its mystical appearance, ‘Ayn al-Qudat's thought contains layers of spatial and urban concepts

that can be re-read as an Islamic-Iranian utopian model.
Materials and Methods

This fundamental research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology with thematic content
analysis. The population comprises the complete text of Tamhiddat as the primary source and 47
related studies as secondary sources. After applying inclusion criteria (direct relevance, utopian
interpretability, and publication between 1370 and 1403 SH), 28 final sources were selected. Data
analysis followed three steps: (1) extraction of basic concepts without theoretical presuppositions;
(2) clustering and formulation of intermediate categories; and (3) development of the macro-
structure across four realms. The extraction logic rests on the Islamic ontological principle of
“existential correspondence,” whereby the human (microcosm) and the city (macrocosm) both
manifest divine attributes. To avoid imposing modern utopian frameworks on ancient texts or
reducing mystical concepts to purely physical terms, an interpretive approach was adopted. Each
concept from Tamhidatwas included only if it possessed potential for spatial, social, or managerial

interpretation.
Results and Discussion

Findings reveal that ‘Ayn al-Qudat, citing Qur'an 54:55, introduces "Maq‘ad Sidq" (Seat of
Truth) as a transcendent, meta-material utopia whose principles can manifest in earthly urban

morphology. Four realms were identified:
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- The physical-symbolic realm encompasses five axes: (1) manifestation of beauty and image-
representation-the city as a mirror of divine beauty, reinterpreting the divine name "al-Musawwir"
as "the Fashioner of forms"; (2) the city of light and the dialectic of opposites, white and black light
that serve divine wisdom, differing from SuhrawardT's dualism; (3) unity in multiplicity, diverse
spaces juxtaposed around a sacred center; (4) the symbolic city and the imaginal world (Mundus
Imaginalis), multi-layered, discoverable spaces; and (5) anti-habitualism, negation of stagnant,
habit-bound urban forms.

- The socio-cultural realm includes three axes: (1) the architecture of the heart and the amorous
lifeworld-from intermediate love to the city of tranquility (sakina), where the heart serves as
the divine throne; (2) annihilation of the self and corporeal dhikr-transition from self-worship
to form-representing through spatial rhythm and sequence; and (3) perceptual hierarchies and
intuitive knowledge-the journey from horizons to the self, transcending reason (the mount
beyond the mount of reason).

- The political-managerial realm rests on divine justice (opposition to tyrannical sultans and
hypocritical scholars) and the wil@ya of the spiritual guide (Pir) as the city's spiritual axis.

- The economic realm is grounded in asceticism and detachment, proposing a transition from
consumerism to contentment.

- All realms converge on cultivating the "Perfect Man" (al- Insan al- Kamil), who is not merely
the city's inhabitant but its spiritual axis. The conceptual model is structured as a three-layered
framework:

1. Ontological foundations (unity, Muhammadan light, the imaginal world, love, and asceticism)
2. Transformation mechanisms (form-representation, embodiment, hierarchies, anti-
habitualism, and corporeal dhikr)

3. Concrete urban manifestations (the city of beauty, symbol, light, tranquility, and wildya).

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that ‘Ayn al-Qudat's thought contains a coherent intellectual system

concerning the ideal city. Its distinctive features-an anti-habitual approach, the dynamism of

manifestations, the legitimation of opposites, and the centrality of love; offer a framework for re-
thinking contemporary urban crises. Practical recommendations include: designing urban form
as an imaginal mirror for passage from appearance to essence, utilizing hierarchical, multi-lay-
ered spaces, treating physical opposites as complementary, emphasizing corporeal dhikrthrough
spatial rhythm, and redefining urban values around contentment. Limitations include the focus
on a single work, the theoretical nature of the model, and the need for comparative studies with
other mystical thinkers.
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