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Abstract

Political development is one of the fundamental concepts for understanding the processes of
maturation, modernization, and consolidation of political systems, as well as for promoting
effective and responsive governance to citizens’ demands. Adopting a descriptive—analytical
approach within the theoretical framework of modernization and development, this study conducts
a comparative analysis of the role of political parties in Iran and France to demonstrate how
political ideologies, governmental structures, historical trajectories, and cultural contexts influence
the functioning of parties in the process of political development.In France’s democratic and
secular political system, political parties play a central role in competitive politics, citizen
representation, and public policy formulation. These parties reinforce pluralism, ideological
diversity, and civic participation, while successfully adapting to social transformations driven by
globalization, new technologies, and environmental challenges—thereby maintaining democratic
flexibility and resilience.In contrast, in contemporary lIran, political parties operate within an
ideological and legal framework grounded in the principles of the Islamic Republic, a system that
derives its political legitimacy from religious foundations while imposing certain constraints on
party activities. Iranian parties often act as intermediaries between the state and society; however,
due to political factionalism, weak institutionalization, and the dominance of jurisprudential and
ideological discourses, they have been unable to fully contribute to sustainable political
development. This comparative analysis reveals that despite structural and ideological differences,
political parties in both countries play a decisive role in deepening political development and
mediating state—society relations. Yet, the trajectory and effectiveness of this role vary depending
on each system’s type of political order and its sources of legitimacy.
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