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Abstract 

Moral damages, due  to their inherent complexities and the difficulty in accurately measuring them, 

represent a fundamental challenge in legal systems. In Iranian law, compensation for moral 

damages can be achieved through various means, such as apologies, monetary compensation, or 

symbolic actions. Various methods for evaluating moral damages have been proposed, including 

financial equivalence, the use of legal tariffs, and judicial assessments based on the specific 

circumstances of each case. Many countries, such as France  ,have adopted similar methods to those 

in Iran’s legal system for compensating such damages. However, in some instances, Western legal 

systems also use non-monetary compensation or even criminal penalties to ensure justice. In 

Islamic law, moral damages, especially those affecting an individual's reputation and dignity, can 

be compensated through financial penalties (ta‘zīrāt) and restorative actions such as  diya  (blood 

money) or  ʿarsh  .This article examines the various methods of compensating for moral damages in 

Iranian law and compares them with the legal systems of other countries . 
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Extended Abstract : 

Moral damages, due to their inherent complexities and the difficulty in accurately measuring them, 

represent a significant challenge within legal systems. In Iranian law, compensation for moral 

damages can be achieved through various means such as apologies, monetary compensation, or 

symbolic actions. This article explores the different methods of compensating moral damages 

within Iranian legal frameworks, while also comparing these approaches to those adopted in other 

legal systems, including international practices and the broader context of Islamic law . 

In the past, many legal systems rejected the concept of compensating for moral damages due to 

the difficulty in measuring such damages. However, as societies evolved and the understanding of 

the impacts of non-material harm increased, there has been a shift towards recognizing the 

legitimacy of compensating moral damages. In particular, this shift has been evident in countries 

like Iran, where legal provisions are gradually being amended to allow for moral damage 

compensation through financial or non-financial means. 



Under Islamic law, the compensation for moral damages, especially those affecting an individual's 

reputation and dignity, is recognized. This is typically achieved through financial penalties 

(ta‘zīrāt), and restorative actions such as  diya  (blood money) or   ‘ arsh  (a form of compensatory 

payment for non-material harm). Islamic jurisprudence supports the idea of compensating for harm 

done to an individual's dignity and reputation through various restorative measures, though the 

application of these concepts can differ based on specific circumstances and legal interpretations . 

The article compares Iranian law's treatment of moral damages with the practices of other 

countries, such as France, which have similar approaches to those found in Iran’s legal system. 

However, the comparison also highlights the differences, particularly in how Western legal 

systems sometimes use criminal penalties or non-monetary compensation to address moral harm . 

Furthermore, the paper explores the theoretical underpinnings of moral damage claims in Islamic 

law, especially in cases where the harm is not immediately quantifiable. It delves into the Islamic 

legal concepts of  lāḍarar  (no harm) and  ta‘zīr  (discretionary punishment), showing how these 

principles can be used to justify compensating for moral harm. The article further examines the 

practical application of these principles within the Iranian legal system, where moral damages are 

often addressed through a combination of financial compensation and symbolic gestures, such as 

apologies or public retractions . 

In conclusion, the article asserts that compensating for moral damages is not only feasible within 

Iranian law but is also supported by both Islamic jurisprudence and international law. The study 

suggests that Iranian law can continue to evolve to ensure that moral damages are properly assessed 

and compensated. This includes adopting clearer methodologies for the evaluation of moral 

damages and refining the legal frameworks to balance financial compensation with non-financial 

remedies, ensuring that all victims of non-material harm receive appropriate redress . 
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