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Abstract

Public jurisprudence (figh ‘amm) is a branch of Islamic legal science concerned with discovering
and articulating Shari'a rulings related to public affairs. Because of its direct engagement with all
dimensions of Muslim social life, it is regarded as the most practical and applied domain of Islamic
studies. Its subject matter encompasses citizen—citizen relations, citizen—state interactions, and the
conduct of the Islamic state in relation to other states. In the contemporary era—especially with
the rise of Islamist movements and renewed debates on the relationship between religion and
modernity—the significance of public jurisprudence has dramatically increased.

The essential task of this discipline is to establish a methodologically sound coordination between
the changing realities of social life and the immutable textual foundations of religion. The present
article, addressing the scarcity of research on the principles and doctrines of public jurisprudence
and their role in social and governmental arenas, seeks to clarify these doctrines and demonstrate
their applicability in political and administrative contexts. By doing so, it aims to prevent
discretionary governance and misuse of ambiguity in public Islamic matters.

Following the introduction, the first chapter defines the problem and provides conceptual
clarification of public jurisprudence, alongside a brief historical overview. The second and third
chapters describe and analyze the collected data and present a detailed examination of the core
doctrines of public jurisprudence. Finally, the study concludes by synthesizing the findings and
presenting the principal results of the research.
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Extended Abstract:

The study of public jurisprudence (figh ‘amm) holds a significant place in Islamic legal thought as
it concerns the formulation of Shari‘a-based rulings on public matters. This branch of
jurisprudence plays a vital role in guiding the social, political, economic, and legal interactions
within Muslim communities, especially in light of modern-day challenges. In particular, it
addresses the relationships between citizens, state authorities, and the broader international
community. The concept has grown even more crucial in contemporary times, given the rise of
Islamist movements and the ongoing debates regarding the relationship between religion and
modernity. The paper explores the importance and scope of public jurisprudence, clarifying its role
in ensuring that Islamic governance and societal relations align with divine principles while
addressing emerging socio-political issues.



The paper begins by defining the concept of public jurisprudence and provides a historical
overview of its evolution. The study highlights the essential function of this field—bridging the
gap between immutable religious texts and the changing realities of modern society. The role of
public jurisprudence is particularly significant when considering the dynamic nature of
governance, policy-making, and law-making within the context of an Islamic state. In doing so,
the paper emphasizes the need for establishing robust, methodologically sound principles to
navigate the complexities of modern life without deviating from core Islamic teachings.

The second chapter delves into the core principles of public jurisprudence, illustrating how they
can be applied to contemporary legal and political contexts. The third chapter offers an in-depth
analysis of the specific doctrines within public jurisprudence, focusing on their applicability in
areas such as Islamic legislation, policymaking, and the regulation of international relations. The
study underscores the necessity of these doctrines to counter discretionary governance and prevent
the misuse of ambiguous Islamic legal concepts, ensuring that public affairs are governed by clear,
objective, and just rules.

The principles of justice, equity, and the rule of law form the foundation of public jurisprudence.
By drawing on Islamic ethical frameworks and legal precedents, the study offers a comprehensive
examination of the principles that should guide public life in an Islamic state. Key areas covered
include the regulation of economic policies, the protection of citizens' rights, the promotion of
social welfare, and the creation of a political system based on consultation, equity, and
accountability. The paper also emphasizes the interconnectedness of Islamic political theory with
these principles, highlighting their importance in crafting a just and harmonious society.

Furthermore, the study discusses the evolving role of public jurisprudence within the broader
framework of Islamic law (figh). As society continues to change and develop, it is essential for
Islamic jurisprudence to adapt to contemporary realities while remaining grounded in the
foundational principles of Shari‘a. The paper concludes with a synthesis of the findings, proposing
that public jurisprudence, when properly understood and applied, offers a viable framework for
managing modern Islamic governance.

Ultimately, the research demonstrates that public jurisprudence provides a vital tool for the Islamic
state to regulate public affairs in a manner that is consistent with Islamic values, ensuring that the
state acts in the best interests of its citizens while maintaining moral and social order. By applying
these principles to policy and governance, the state can achieve a balance between religious
obligations and the demands of modern society, thereby fostering a just and thriving community.

References

Akhund Khurasani, Muhammad Kazim. (1415 AH). Kifayat al-Usil. Qom: Islamic Publishing
Institute (Mu’assasat al-Nashr al-Islami).

Abi Faris, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir. (1998). Al-Figh al-Siyast ‘inda al-Imam al-Shahid Hasan
al-Banna. Amman: Dar ‘Ammar.



Abil ‘Abdillah Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Jamal al-Din Makki (Shahid Awwal). (n.d.). 4/-
Qawa ‘id wa al-Fawa’id fi al-Figh wa al-Usiul wa al- ‘Arabiyyah (ed. Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hadi Hakim).
Qom: Maktabat al-Mufid.

Abii al-Hamd, ‘Abd al-Hamid. (1986 / 1365 SH). Foundations of Politics. Tehran: Tts Publishing.
Araki, Muhammad ‘All. (1413 AH). Kitab al-Bay ‘. Qom: Imam Sadiq Institute.

Eftekhari, Asghar. (2009 / 1388 SH). “Maslahat in the Thought and Political Practice of Imam
Khomeini.” Danesh-e Siyasi, 1(1).

Fazil Lankarani, Ayatollah Muhammad. (1425 AH). Al-Qawa ‘id al-Fighiyyah. Qom: Figh Center
of the Ahl al-Bayt (a).

Beheshti, Maryam. (2009 / 1388 SH). “Political Justice in the Discourse of Jurisprudential Islamic
Political Thought.” Political Science Quarterly, 12(48).

Bashiriyeh, Hossein. (1995 / 1374 SH). Political Sociology. Tehran: Ney Publishing.

Haqqgani Zanjani, Husayn. (1997 / 1376 SH). “Qualities and Attributes of a Consultant in Islam.”
Lessons from the School of Islam, 37(3), 48-53.

Husayni1 Shirazi, Sayyid Muhammad. (1420 AH). A[-Shiird fi al-Islam. Qom: Al al-Rasiil.

Hurr al-‘Amili, Muhammad b. al-Hasan. (n.d.). Wasd’il al-Shi‘a (2nd ed.). Qom: Al al-Bayt
Institute for Revival of Heritage.

Ja‘fari, Mustafa. (2005 / 1384 SH). Political Jurisprudence of Friday Prayer. Tehran: Cultural
Deputy of the Council for Friday Prayer Imams.

Daneshpajiith, Muhammad-Taqi. (1988 / 1367 SH). 4 Catalogue of Fourteen Centuries of Islamic
Figh. Tehran: Scientific and Cultural Publications.

Dehkhoda, ‘Ali-Akbar. (1994 / 1373 SH). Loghatnameh (Lexicon). Tehran: University of Tehran
Press.

Duverger, Maurice. (1975 / 1354 SH). Principles of Political Science (trans. Abolfazl Ghaz).
Tehran: Amirkabir.

Raghib al-Isfahani. (1404 AH). Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an. Tehran: Dafter-e Nashr-e Ketab.
Zanjani, ‘Abbas-‘Alt ‘Amid. (1994 / 1373 SH). Political Figh (Vol. 2). Tehran: Amirkabir.
Zanjani, ‘Abbas-‘Al1 ‘Amid. (2007 / 1386 SH). “Methodology in Political Figh Research.” In “Ali-
Akbar ‘Alikhani et al., Methodology in Islamic Political Studies. Tehran: Imam Sadiq University.
Sarrami, Seyfollah. (2001 / 1380 SH). Governmental Rulings and Maslahat. Tehran: Strategic
Research Center, Expediency Council.

Suytti, Jalal al-Din. (n.d.). Al-Ashbdah wa al-Naza’ir. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi.
Shokiir, Abolfazl. (1982 / 1361 SH). Islamic Political Jurisprudence (Vol. 1). Tehran: Adineh.
Shari‘ati, Rihollah. (2003 / 1382 SH). “The Nature of Political Figh Principles.” Journal of
Political Science, 6(1), 21.

Tabataba’1, Sayyid Muhammad-Husayn. (n.d.). Tafsir al-Mizan (Persian Translation by Sayyid
Muhammad-Bagqir Musavi Hamadant). Qom: Islamic Publications Office.

‘Abdullah-Khani, ‘Al1. (2006 / 1385 SH). “Justice and Security.” Quarterly of Political Sciences,
33.

Farabi, Abu Nasr. (1967). Al-Millah wa Nusiis Ukhra (ed. Muhsin Mahdi). Beirut: Dar al-Mashriq.



Fayd Kashani, Muhsin. (1401 AH). Mafatih al-Shara’i*. Qom: Khayyam Press.

Firtizabadi, Majd al-Din. (n.d.). A/-Qamis al-Muhit. Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath.

Qurashi, Sayyid ‘Ali-Akbar. (1993 / 1372 SH). Qamiis al-Qur’an (Vol. 4, p. 88). Tehran: Dar al-
Kutub al-Islamiyyah.

The Holy Qur’an. (n.d.). The Noble Qur’an with the English/Persian Translation of Elahi
Qomshe’i, Mahdi. Tehran: Loh-e Danesh.

Lankarant, Fazil. (2002 / 1381 SH). Usil Figh-e Shi ‘ah (transcribed by Mahmiid & Sa‘id Maliki
Isfahani, Vol. 3). Qom: Figh Center of the Ahl al-Bayt (a).

Kazzazi, Najaf. (2006 / 1385 SH). The Challenge of Religious Politics and Monarchical Order
with Emphasis on the Thought and Political Practice of Shi‘a Scholars in the Safavid Era. Qom:
Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy.

Gorji, Abolgasem. (1996 / 1375 SH). History of Figh and Jurists. Tehran: SAMT.

Musavi Khomeini, Sayyid Ruhollah. (1994 / 1373 SH). Wilayat al-Fagqih. Tehran: Institute for
Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini’s Works.

Misa’1, Meysam. (1993 / 1372 SH). Consultation and Shiirda in the Qur’an and Hadith. Tehran:
Islamic Propagation Organization.

Maliki Isfahani, Mojtaba. (2000 / 1379 SH). Lexicon of Usil Terminology (Vol. 1). Tehran:
‘Alimah Publishing.

Mahalli, Jalal al-Din, & Suyiiti, Jalal al-Din. (n.d.). Tafsir al-Jaldlayn. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath
al-‘Arabi.

Hofte, Otfried. (2004 / 1383 SH). On Justice and Philosophical Conceptions (trans. Amir Tabart).
Tehran: Akhtaran.



