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Abstract
This study examines the relationship between Islamic philosophy and the science of usi/ al-figh,
exploring the ways philosophical inquiry influences the formation, evolution, and methodological
structure of legal reasoning in Imami jurisprudence. As a foundational discipline, philosophy—
through its ontological, epistemological, and linguistic frameworks—has continuously shaped the
development of both figh and usiil. At times, this influence has been restrictive, such as during the
era of Akhbart dominance, when philosophical skepticism contributed to stagnation in ijtihad. At
other times, it has been constructive, invigorating legal theory with rationalist methodology,
strengthening its foundations, and opening new horizons for deduction and interpretation.
The central question addressed is: In what dimensions has philosophy impacted wusii/ al-figh and
figh, and what opportunities and challenges has this interaction created? The objectives of the
study include: explaining the influence of philosophical questions on the overarching structure of
figh, including its methods and subject matters; clarifying the role of philosophical principles in
resolving specific issues within legal theory; identifying opportunities created by the entry of
philosophical reasoning into the domain of ijtihad; analyzing challenges such as the conflation of
realities (haqd iq) and constructs (i ‘tibarat); and ultimately proposing a balanced framework that
enables the use of philosophy without compromising the normative and constructed nature of usil
al-figh. The findings demonstrate that philosophy influences legal theory at both macro and micro
levels. At the macro level, it contributes to the formation of a philosophical outlook toward figh,
strengthens critiques of Akhbart traditionalism, transforms legal language and the interpretation of
expressions, and helps articulate the overarching structure and aims of legal reasoning. At the
micro level, philosophical rules—such as “the unity of the cause” (qa ‘idat al-wahid) and the
impossibility of causal influence from nonexistence—are applied in discussions within usi/ and
figh. The study concludes that a critical, measured, and methodologically conscious engagement
between philosophy and Islamic legal theory enriches and revitalizes the system of ijtihad,
enhancing both its dynamism and its capacity for problem-solving in contemporary contexts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Islamic philosophy, as one of the foundational branches of Islamic sciences, has played a crucial
role in shaping and influencing the development of other Islamic disciplines, especially the science
of legal reasoning (usil al-figh) and Islamic jurisprudence (figh) throughout history. By providing
ontological, epistemological, and linguistic foundations, philosophy has continuously impacted
the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence, particularly in refining methods for deducing legal rulings
and establishing principles within Islamic legal theory. This study explores the relationship



between Islamic philosophy and usiil al-figh, analyzing how philosophical principles have
influenced and enriched this field.

Theoretical Foundations

Usil al-figh, which is concerned with the rules and methods for deriving Islamic legal rulings, has
always been shaped by various intellectual currents. These include philosophy, logic, and
theology, with each contributing to the development of this science. While many of its topics have
drawn from other fields, these external influences have not diminished its intellectual autonomy.
Over time, philosophy, especially Islamic philosophy, has had a significant impact on the
fundamental concepts of usiil al-figh. Key philosophical concepts such as the primacy of existence,
essence, causality, and the relationship between truth and convention have been employed in usiil
al-figh, incorporating their rich meanings into Islamic legal discourse.

The Impact of Philosophy on Legal Theory

Philosophy has affected ustl al-figh both at a macro level—shaping general views on legal theory,
its methods, and subject matters—and at a micro level, where specific philosophical principles
have been applied to resolve detailed legal issues. At the macro level, philosophical influences
have helped develop a philosophical outlook toward Islamic jurisprudence, facilitated critiques of
earlier legal traditions like Akhbari-ism, transformed legal language and interpretations, and
shaped the broader structure and objectives of legal reasoning. At the micro level, philosophical
rules such as the principle of "unity of the cause" (qa‘idat al-wahid) and the impossibility of causal
influence from nonexistence have been applied to specific legal discussions.

Challenges and Opportunities in the Integration of Philosophy

The integration of philosophy into Islamic jurisprudence has also presented challenges. One of the
main concerns is the potential conflation between empirical realities (haqa’iq) and constructs
(i‘tibarat). The use of philosophical principles in usiil al-figh sometimes leads to confusion
between what is considered real or inherent and what is socially or legally constructed. These
challenges emphasize the need for a balanced and measured approach to using philosophy within
Islamic legal theory, ensuring that the essence of usiil al-figh remains intact while still benefiting
from philosophical insights.

Philosophical Contributions to Legal Reasoning and Jurisprudence

One of the key areas where philosophy has made significant contributions is in the development
of methods for interpreting and applying legal texts. The engagement with philosophical concepts
such as causality, existence, and essence has led to new ways of thinking about legal authority, the
nature of obligation, and the interpretation of legal texts. Philosophical discussions on the nature
of "truth" and "validity" have also helped clarify the relationship between Islamic law and its
theoretical underpinnings.

For example, the principle of "the unity of the cause" (qa‘idat al-wahid), which originates from
philosophical discussions on causality, has had a profound impact on the interpretation of legal



texts. This principle suggests that a single cause can only lead to one effect, which has influenced
Islamic jurisprudence in discussions around legal cause and effect, particularly in the areas of
contract law and legal liability.

The Future of the Relationship Between Philosophy and Islamic Jurisprudence

The continued relationship between philosophy and Islamic legal theory offers significant
opportunities for growth. By critically integrating philosophical principles into the framework of
ustl al-figh, scholars can create a more robust, dynamic, and adaptable system of legal reasoning.
This integration can help Islamic jurisprudence address contemporary challenges while
maintaining its foundational commitment to the principles of Islamic law. However, scholars must
remain cautious to preserve the unique identity and practical nature of Islamic legal theory,
ensuring that the use of philosophy enhances rather than undermines the integrity of ustl al-figh.

Conclusion

Islamic philosophy has played a vital role in shaping the development of usiil al-figh and Islamic
jurisprudence. By providing a philosophical framework for understanding legal principles, it has
contributed significantly to the evolution of Islamic legal reasoning. While challenges exist in
integrating philosophy with legal theory, a balanced approach that respects the integrity of usil al-
figh while drawing on philosophical insights offers a promising path for future development. This
ongoing dialogue between philosophy and Islamic jurisprudence continues to enrich the
intellectual tradition of Islamic law, providing a comprehensive framework for addressing both
traditional and contemporary legal questions.
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